
 Audition form               
 

‘Rats’ by Phoebe Rees 

 

Director: Charlie Warren 

 

Synopsis 

 

Minnie Clatworthy is unhappy, caught between her stubborn smallholder husband Jim and his sharp-tongued sister 

Martha. But when Jim brings home a bottle of rat poison to deal with pests, Minnie’s mischievous father Samuel 

hatches a plan to turn the tables on his bothersome in-laws. This gentle rural comedy, written nearly 90 years ago by 

acclaimed local playwright Phoebe M. Rees, is full of the warmth and wit of the West Country that the author spent 

much of her career celebrating. 

 

- Rehearsals: Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm, starting 8th January 

- Performances:   22nd or 23rd March 2025 (if successful then 17th May, 7th June & 4th/5th July) 

 

Responsibilities: in line with the Thespians’ Production Document, actors are expected to arrive promptly for all 

rehearsals, photo shoots and publicity activities as called in the rehearsal schedule and to learn their cues, lines and 

moves according to production schedule. Everyone is expected to behave with consideration and respect to 

everyone involved with the production. Cast and crew must be members of the Society. 
 

 

About you 

- Name:  ________________________________________________________ 

- Phone number:  ______________________________________________________ 

- Email address:  _______________________________________________________ 

- Age (if under 18):  ______________ 

- Preferred role or roles:  _______________________________________________ 

- Examples of previous acting roles: 

 

 

- Important: Holiday dates or other absences during rehearsal period: 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

If not cast, would you take on a backstage position? tick      Or front of house? tick         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About the acting roles 
 

Jim Clatworthy: 

Age: 20s to 30s 

Gender: Male 

Personality & Role: Husband to Minnie, son-in-law to Samuel and brother to Martha. A blusterous and brusque 

smallholder who likes to think of himself as master of the house, but is easily flustered when things go awry. 

 

Minnie Clatworthy (née Hodge): 

Age: 20s to 30s 

Gender: Female 

Personality & Role: Wife to Jim, daughter to Samuel and sister-in-law to Martha. A kind-hearted young woman 

juggling caring for her aged father and the responsibilities of a farmer’s wife, all while enduring the snide remarks of 

Martha. Though gentle in nature she is not afraid to assert herself when necessary, and has inherited Samuel’s sly 

wit to do so. 

 

Martha Clatworthy: 

Age: 20s to 30s 

Gender: Female 

Personality & Role: Sister to Jim, daughter-in-law to Samuel and sister-in-law to Martha. A haughty and imperious 

woman, adept at domineering those around her with scornful comments. Likes to think of herself as “the brains” of 

the Clatworthy siblings, but is just as prone to panic as her brother when a situation arises. 

 

Samuel Hodge: 

Age: 60+ 

Gender: Male 

Personality & Role: Father-in-law to Jim, father to Minnie and father-in-law to Martha. An older man on the cusp of 

dotage, he spends his time by the fire philosophising to anyone who’ll listen, even if his opinions sometimes outstrip 

his actual knowledge. Uses wry humour to spar with the in-laws and lift his daughter’s spirits, and possesses a 

cunning mind for mischief. 

 

Henry Higgins: 

Age: 40+ 

Gender: Male 

Personality & Role: A respectable country doctor, albeit a little curt when his time is being wasted. 

 

 

 

 



Audition Pieces 

Audition piece Pages Characters From Line To Line 

1 3-5 Minnie / Samuel Minnie: Let me do it… Samuel: If Samuel Hodge don’t… 

2 9-11 Jim / Minnie / Martha / Samuel Samuel: Have ‘ee ever heard… Samuel: Just what you would say… 

3 12-14 Jim / Martha Jim: Wull, he be cheerful… Jim: There be plenty of plaster… 

4 18-20 Minnie / Samuel / Dr Higgins Dr Higgins: Well now!... Dr Higgins:Glad to see… 
 



Jim Clatworthy: 

Age: 20s to 30s 

Gender: Male 

Personality & Role: Husband to Minnie, son-in-law to Samuel and brother to Martha. A blusterous 

and brusque smallholder who likes to think of himself as master of the house, but is easily flustered 

when things go awry. 

 

Minnie Clatworthy (née Hodge): 

Age: 20s to 30s 

Gender: Female 

Personality & Role: Wife to Jim, daughter to Samuel and sister-in-law to Martha. A kind-hearted 

young woman juggling caring for her aged father and the responsibilities of a farmer’s wife, all while 

enduring the snide remarks of Martha. Though gentle in nature she is not afraid to assert herself 

when necessary, and has inherited Samuel’s sly wit to do so. 

 

Martha Clatworthy: 

Age: 20s to 30s 

Gender: Female 

Personality & Role: Sister to Jim, daughter-in-law to Samuel and sister-in-law to Martha. A haughty 

and imperious woman, adept at domineering those around her with scornful comments. Likes to 

think of herself as “the brains” of the Clatworthy siblings, but is just as prone to panic as her brother 

when a situation arises. 

 

Samuel Hodge: 

Age: 60+ 

Gender: Male 

Personality & Role: Father-in-law to Jim, father to Minnie and father-in-law to Martha. An older man 

on the cusp of dotage, he spends his time by the fire philosophising to anyone who’ll listen, even if 

his opinions sometimes outstrip his actual knowledge. Uses wry humour to spar with the in-laws and 

lift his daughter’s spirits, and possesses a cunning mind for mischief. 

 

Henry Higgins: 

Age: 40+ 

Gender: Male 

Personality & Role: A respectable country doctor, albeit a little curt when his time is being wasted. 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 


